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ROBBSTUCKY.COM

lifestyle…elevated

*Sale prices are marked off MSRP. Robb & Stucky never sells at MSRP;
our prices are always lower. Robb & Stucky is not responsible for typographical errors.

Made in Italy and covered in the finest top grain leather, the R&S

Exclusive Donatella Sectional beautifully frames any living space.

Configurable sections allow you to create the perfect combination.

STYLE SET IN MOTION

save up to40%off*

select styles!

STYLE SET IN MOTION

FO-26548043

Sarasota Registered Investment Advisors Since 1993

Create Your Investment Strategy
With Confidence

• Fiduciary Advisor - Embracing the highest
standard of responsibility to our clients.

• Management of 401k Rollovers, IRAs, Individual
Accounts, Trusts & Nonprofit.

• Specializing in Growth and Dividend Income
Stock portfolios.

• Excellent Long-Term Track Record 20+ Years.
• Professional, Independent Research.

941-263-0220
www.sara-bay.com

Sara-Bay Financial Corp. is registered as an investment advisor with the SEC. All information contained herein is for
informational purposes only and does not constitute a solicitation for investment advisory services or an offer to buy

or sell securities. Registration does not imply a level of skill or training.

L to R: Mary Hettig, Benjamin Hard CFP®,
J. Michael Hard, Chris Mills CFP®, June Robins

2201 Cantu Court | Suite 102 | Sarasota, FL 34232

Sarasota has come to depend not on
the kindness of strangers, but, rather, of
well-known citizens of this community
who were captivated by its beauty and
charm, fell in love with the picturesque
surroundings and felt compelled to im-
prove it.

William and Marie Selby are a great
example. The couple moved to Sarasota
in the early 1920s. and built a modest
home on seven acres of land bordering
Sarasota Bay and Hudson Bayou. De-
spite their wealth, derived from Wil-
liam’s partnership in the Selby Oil and
Gas Company, they lived a quiet, unpre-
tentious life away from the Sarasota so-
cial scene.

As a lover of nature, Marie had an in-
terest in keeping Sarasota beautiful and
green. Upon her death in 1971, she be-
queathed her home and property to the
community with the aim of forming a
botanical garden “for the enjoyment of
the general public.” Selby Gardens was
founded two years later and opened to
the public on July 7, 1975.

The legacy of William and Marie’s
Selby Gardens features a variety of gar-
dens and habitats, displaying tropical
and subtropical plants from around the
world. The gardens are a celebration of
the institution’s world-class programs
in horticulture, botany, conservation,
and education.

Its beauty is a major tourist draw. An
oasis of tranquility, offering a respite
from the commotion of urban life. The
perfect place to escape the hustle-bus-
tle and bask in the beauty of nature.

• • •

Calvin Payne, another oilman who
adopted Sarasota as his new home-
town, was a major civic leader and Sara-
sota booster.

When the hurricane of 1921 tore up
the fishing industry downtown on Sara-
sota Bay, it was a godsend to many who
believed the byproducts of fishing – the
nets, shacks, old boats, fishing equip-
ment, stench and flies that swarmed the

area – was prohibiting growth.
But this was the livelihood for many,

and through Payne’s generosity both
the blighted area was cleaned up, and
the industry was moved to a much bet-
ter site at what became known as Payne
Terminal at today’s 10th St.

Sarasota was always on the look-out
for tourist attractions as well as adver-
tising our many virtues. Spring Training
baseball would provide a platform for
both. Baseball was America’s number
one sport in the 1920s, a sure means of
attracting fans here. And equally as im-
portant, big city newspapers sent their
scribes to report on the team’s progress
as well as writing about the host-com-
munity.

John Ringling was credited with
scoring the mighty New York Giants to
town in 1924. Managed by the fiery John
J. McGraw, aka Little Napoleon, who
ruled his team with an iron fist, and had
won the World Series the year before.
Always in the Pennant race, he once
said, “Sportsmanship and easygoing
methods are alright, but it’s the pros-
pect of a hot fight that brings out the
crowds.” And McGraw brought the
crowds.

Where to put the baseball diamond?
This was just before the boom, and
speculative cash was a problem. Again,
enter Calvin and Martha Payne. They
sold the property which would be

named Payne Park to the city at a great-
ly reduced price.

Mayor E.J. Bacon declared a public
work day, and the citizens and crafts-
men joined together to lay out a dia-
mond and construct a grandstand. The
ladies of the community made refresh-
ments for the workers.

Over the years, the finest players and
teams played there, drawing fans from
around the country. And the press did
write glowing accounts of the beauty of
the community as it grew and devel-
oped.

Around the park, the Tin Can Tour-
ists began to gather. After that the Sara-
sota Mobile Home Park grew. As early as
1960 there were rumblings about the
park’s location and purpose. Calvin and
Martha Payne deeded the property with
the stipulation that it be used for “park,
playground and other kindred uses and
for no other purpose.” They did not in-
tend a trailer park. Payne’s son, Christy,
was quoted in The News, that the park is
“wholly disregarding the intent of the
gift my mother and father made.”

The controversy died down for quite
a while and park life continued; inex-
pensive lodging in downtown Sarasota
– what a novel concept. The beginning
of the end was at hand in the 1980s
when city commissioners discussed
phasing away the park. It was a long
process with eviction notices and law-
suits. And while the story did not end
happily for the remaining residents, to-

day’s Payne Park is a beautiful and mul-
tipurpose play area for all ages, and in
keeping with Calvin and Martha
Payne’s wishes.

• • •

In 1924, in a show of civic responsi-
bility, Owen Burns, Sarasota’s first ma-
jor developer, sold the city a ten-acre
tract of land to be used only for a muni-
cipal park for at least 20 years. He stip-
ulated that the park would be named
“Gillespie Park” to honor Sarasota’s first
mayor, John Hamilton Gillespie, consid-
ered the Father of Sarasota. The price
was set at $30,200, an amount the Sara-
sota Times called well below the actual
value.

Gillespie came to town to rejuvenate
the failed Scot Colony and it was from
he that in 1910 Burns bought approxi-
mately 75% of today’s city limits for
$35,000.

Burns, knowing that the council did
not have enough money for his asking
price, deeded over the property for $1
and said the balance could be paid
“whenever possible.” Burns was quoted:
“Gentlemen, I am doing this as a civic
proposition. Ever since the death of Col-
onel Gillespie I have been anxious to see
a park somewhere in the city, which
would be named after him, and in which
a beautiful monument to his memory 
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Calvin Payne, who with his wife Martha
donated property for Sarasota’s first
baseball park and also for displaced
fishermen.

Looking north, Payne Park 1965, after the Sarasota Mobile Home Park evolved
around it. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JEFF LAHURD/HERALD-TRIBUNE

See BENEFACTORS, Page 9I
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Contact Free Appointments
Lifetime Workmanship Warranty
Certified General Contractor License #
CG1504775

CALL TODAY!
941-538-6308

P R EM I UM W I N DOW S & DOO R S

THE WINDOW DEPOT

NO MONEY DOWN, PAY NOTHING UNTIL
INSTALLATION

MONTHLY PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $89
(Based on $10k project)
with approved credit

Unsurpassed Quality and Craftsmanship

Lifetime Workmanship Warranty

Double Lifetime Warranty on Product

Family Owned & Operated

Professional Installation

Multiple Angie’s List Winner

Top 200 Exterior Remodeler

WHY CHOOSE US?

MILITARY, SENIOR , AND
HEALTH CARE WORKER DISCOUNTS.

Whether you're coming or going -

EAT LOCAL AND FRESH

SEAFOOD EATERY IN SOUTHSIDE VILLAGE

Open Tuesday - Friday 11am to 9pm
Saturday 3 to 9pm
Closed Sundays & Mondays

1812 S. Osprey Ave. Sarasota, FL 34239
941-444-7968

ORDER ONLINE - ReefCakes.com

5650 Gantt Rd,
Sarasota, FL 34233
(941) 302-5420
DiscoverSaraBella.com

ALF License # 13578

We are accepting
RESERVATIONS!

DAILY PRIVATE TOURS!
Tour Today by calling

941-302-5420
Please consider us when working with
families and seniors in need of a solution!

We are happy to HELP!

We have AVAILABILITY in Assisted Living
andMemory Care with a variety of

All-inclusive services!

Live your best life!

COME
IN AND
TOUR!

could be erected.”
In December of 1926, Gillespie Park

placed second among 1000 parks en-
tered in a nationwide beautification
contest and is still in use. The statue of
Colonel Gillespie was never erected.

• • •

Sarasota’s first library was located on
the second floor in Gillespie’s rusticated
block building at Five Points and con-
sisted of the books he brought with him
when he arrived in 1886.

The task of running it was taken over
by the Town Improvement Society.
When they disbanded, the Woman’s
Club of Sarasota took over the library,
housing it in their clubhouse at 1241
Pineapple, now the home to the Keating
Theatre, at the Florida Studio Theatre.

In the 1930s the books were moved to
the old Sarasota High School building
on Main Street, east of Orange Ave.
which proved to be an unsatisfactory lo-
cation.

Enter John and Ida Chidsey, seasonal
visitors from Bristol, Conn. They re-
sponded to a call from the Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce, which was raising
funds for a suitable building in a better
location. The Chidseys responded by
promising to pay for the construction
costs if the Junior Chamber would fur-
nish it.

The noted architectural firm of

Thomas Reed Martin’s, the Martin Stu-
dios was hired to design the building
which cost the Chidseys $25,000.

The cornerstone was laid on May 12,
1941, and a dedication ceremony was
held on November 13, 1941, when it was
formally accepted by Mayor E. A. Smith.

A year earlier the Chidseys also do-
nated money to improve the Municipal
Auditorium, adding a second floor, and
the rear annex for a reported $10,000.

At the front of the building, another
donation, this one from shoe manufac-
turer R.P. Hazzard of Gardner, Me., who
made possible the beautiful fountain
which bears his name. Designed by

Frank Martin, the Art Deco fountain
could shoot out colorful streams of wa-
ter. It was said to cost $8,000.

Such unselfish gifts for the better-
ment of Sarasota life can be seen in the

names of buildings at Sarasota Memori-
al Hospital, the Ringling Art School,
New College, and numerous public
sites. 

In a recent issue of the Herald-Tri-
bune, Samantha Gholar Weires report-
ed a very special gift. Garci and Dennis
McGillicuddy have added their names to
the roster of benefactors by opening the
All Star Children’s Foundation Campus
of Hope and Healing for foster children.

What could be better than “To trans-
form the lives of foster children?”

Benefactors
Continued from Page 4I

John and Ida Chidsey at the laying of the cornerstone to the John and Ida
Chidsey Library. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JEFF LAHURD/HERALD-TRIBUNE

The interior of the Chidsey Library.

Q: We live in a west coast Florida
beach town. We applied for a cash out
refinance in June 2021, so that we could
consolidate our finances and pay off our
mortgage on a long-held home in the
north.

We were shocked, as was the lender,
when the appraisal came in much lower
than expected ($575,000). The problem
seems to be that there are no appropri-
ate “comps” since the town is very

small, and properties are extremely di-
verse.

Our home is a 5-year-old, 1,320-
square-foot, Key West-style ranch. It
was custom built above the floodplain,
higher than the required hurricane
standard, with tied down roof trusses. It
is a net zero home, with solar, pneumat-
ic elevator and super insulation. Our 

REAL ESTATE MATTERS ILYCE GLINK AND SAMUEL J. TAMKIN

Home appraisal often ends up
being more art than science

See APPRAISAL, Page 10I


