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Ca’ d’Zan. Built by John Ringling to be “pretentious,” it is a major tourist attraction. COURTESY PHOTO/JEFF LAHURD
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The final years
of John Ringling

The real estate bust
of the 1920s started
the demise of the
man synonymous
with Sarasota

Ringling’s final years brought him no
peace. COURTESY PHOTO/JEFF LAHURD

A Real History

Jeff LaHurd, Columnist
~ Sarasota Herald-Tribune
|71 USA TODAY NETWORK

For all that John Ringling did for
America in general and Sarasota in
particular, one would have wished for
him that his final days would have al-
lowed him a peaceful retirement to en-
joy the fruits of his labors.

It was not to be. The last few years of
his life was a constant struggle, bat-
tling forces that were more than he (or
anyone else) could contend with.

John, who was the last surviving
Ringling brother who helped bring cir-
cus entertainment to millions of fans in
small towns and large cities across the
nation was fraught with money woes,
marriage problems, court battles, ill-
ness and a falling out with friends and
family members.

The great man was even persona
non grata at the popular circus he and
his brothers established decades earli-
er. Had he lived a short time longer he
would have had to witness the sale of
his beloved Ca’ d’Zan from the steps of
the Sarasota County Court House, a
supreme embarrassment prevented
only by his death.

His misfortunes began with the real
estate bust at the end 0f 1926, and the
money woes that infers, and acceler-
ated downward thereafter through the
Great Depression.

On December 2, 1936, Sarasota

awoke to the news that John Ringling
had passed away. The banner headline
in that morning’s Sarasota Herald told
its readers that “John Ringling Dies in
New York.” Feature stories, along with
Ringling’s  photograph, recounted
“Mister John’s” illustrious circus ca-
reer, his varied interests outside the big
top.

The flag atop the American Legion
War Memorial in the center of Five
Points was lowered to half-staff, and so
was the flag at the circus winter quar-
ters. A wreath of flowers was laid on the
steps of the Ringling Art Museum, and
Mayor E.A. Smith sent a wreath to
Ringling’s New York residence. Saraso-
ta was in mourning. The great man had
died.

No matter what people might have
thought of the circus showman — his
manner could be demanding, over-
bearing and gruff — few wished on him
the angst of his later life. The slings and
arrows that Ringling suffered during
his last six years were almost endless.

His first wife, Mable, the love of his
life with whom he shared the trappings
of his triumphant rise in fortune, died
in 1929 leaving him despondent.

His close friend Sam Gumpertz
backstabbed him by helping to wrest
away his control of the circus. He feud-
ed with his nephews, John and Henry
North, whom he came to distrust and
whom he cut out of his will with a cod-
icil that also reduced the estate of his
only sister, their mother Ida, who had

See RINGLING, Page 2I
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Down
payments
should
not be
hurdle

As prices continue to rise throughout
the real estate market due to the imbal-
ance of supply and demand, concerns
over housing affordability are increas-
ingly at the forefront of any skepticism
about the sustainability of this
market.

There are two main components of
housing affordability - the amount of
down payment required to purchase a
home and the resulting monthly mort-
gage payment.

While most borrowers focus on the
monthly mortgage payment, there is
also a large misconception that at least
20% of the purchase price must be
saved as a down payment on the pur-
chase. Potential borrowers may be
pleasantly surprised to learn that
there are various lending programs de-
signed to allow qualified borrowers
the opportunity to finance up to100% of
the purchase price, thus reducing (and
in some cases eliminating) the
initial hurdle of setting aside a large
sum of money to purchase a
home.

The largest pool of products that pro-
vide for loans up to 95% of the purchase
price are provided by government
backed mortgages from Fannie Mae or
Freddie Mac. These loans provide
more traditional loan products to qual-
ified borrowers with the addition of
mortgage insurance to cover the in-
creased risk for borrowers choosing
lower down payments for their home
purchase.

In some cases, borrowers that earn
80% or less of the median income for
the county in which they are buying
could qualify for 3% down and lower
mortgage insurance. This contrasts
with another federally backed loan
product called an FHA loan which will
allow borrowers to qualify for 3.5%
down toward the purchase price. The
main difference with this program is
that it requires a fee of 1.75% mortgage
insurance premium that can be fi-
nanced into the loan and paying addi-
tional mortgage insurance for the life of
the loan.

As previously mentioned, there are
some loan products that will eliminate
the down payment completely and pro-
vide 100% of the financing of the pur-
chase price of the home. One program is
the USDA home loan program that has
certain restrictions for qualification.
Most notably, USDA loans are only
available to properties located in certain
rural areas as defined by the USDA (visit
the USDA website to search for eligible
areas).

See CROWLEY, Page 61
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/ Tammy Garner 941.374.4161

GLOBAL
LUXURY.

COLDWELL
BANKGR

FO-1899838

HARBOR ACRES | 5BR/5+BA - 5768 SF | $8,100,000
Waterfront home built in 2019 on over ¥ acre lot. Private pool, dock w/
electric lift, easy access to Sarasota Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.
Search A4494527 on TammyGarner.com
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Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate | 100 N Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL. 34236
UND

o

Bay’s Bluff #304 | 2 bed / 2 bath | 1,160 sq ft | $425,000
Waterview downtown condo on Sarasota Bay. Renovated and
move-in ready! Open, split floor plan. A wall of windows in every
room. Large screened lanai.

1100 Imperial Drive Search A4479545 on CBHomes.com
Marilyn Kneafsey 941-373-0999
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Sandhill Preserve community. Built in 2016, this home sits on a private
preserve and features a large Gourmet kitchen, a large sunroom /
office area and a screened patio overlooking lake and preserve area.
YourSarasotaRealEstate.com

Andree Huffine 941.232.4053

*Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate is ranked number one in closed residential buyer and/or seller transaction sides in Orlando, Tampa/St. Petersburg and Pensacola/Panhandle, and number one in residential sales volume
(calculated by multiplying number of buyer and/or seller transaction sides by the sales price) in Miami/Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, Tampa/St. Petersburg and Pensacola/Panhandle, according to data submitted to REAL Trends by NRT qé‘
LLC, 2016. One unit equals one side of a transaction (buyer or seller). Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property

information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is
not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 105781FL-5/17w
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Ringling
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also fallen out of his favor. Ida’s inheri-
tance was reduced to just $5,000 per
year.

He was never on good terms with his
brother Charles’s wife, Edith; their bick-
ering was ongoing.

After control of the circus had been
taken from him, the newspapers were
heralding the widowed “Edith-Miss-
Charlie” as “Woman Who Rules A Cir-
cus.”

Gumpertz was dubbed “Circus Boss.”
Ringling must have been galled.

His second marriage, to Emily Haag
Buck, which began in 1930 when he was
sixty-four, was an unmitigated disaster,
ending in a drawn-out, acrimonious,
tabloid-type divorce with juicy claims
and counterclaims played up in the
press throughout the country.

At the time of the marriage she had
money and he was broke.

He recalled his domestic hell as “just
continuous nagging and scolding, find-
ing fault with everything, cursing,
screaming, quarreling ... She always
used the word son-of-a-(expletive)
[committed] acts of extreme cruelty and
habitual indulgence in violent and un-
governable temper ... screaming at the
top of her voice ... flying into rages.” He
said her punch felt like Joe Louis and he
also said he ordered his chauffeur to
drive over a washboard in a manner de-
signed to bounce him.

Her version of events were quite the
opposite. She was a cultured lady, not a
fighter.

Then there was Richard Fuchs, Ring-
ling’s personal secretary from 1919 to
1934. Fuchs turned on the circus man
with a vengeance. In a four-page, sin-
gle-spaced letter of resignation he re-
counted their history and threatened to
tell anyone who would listen — includ-
ing the tax men of the federal govern-
ment — where Ringling’s business skel-
etons were buried. Fuchs said, “I expect
to be very frank and open with the gov-
ernment.” He allowed that he was tired
of being taken for granted, working for

John Ringling’s ill-advised move to build this Ritz Carlton with the funds from the John Ringling Estates caused a rift

between him and Owen Burns, his associate in many projects. PHOTOS COURTESY OF/JEFF LAHURD

no money and traveling to Sarasota at
his own expense.

Thrown into the mix of misery was
the fact that while John Ringling was a
multimillionaire on paper — a man with
Rolls Royce’s and a Pierce-Arrow; a man
who had féted the rich and famous of his
day on his yacht, private railway car and
bay-front mansion; a man who owned
one of the finest collections of Baroque
art in the world, housed in his own mu-
seum — was now cash-strapped and
hounded by creditors. His nephew Hen-
ry wrote that at one time his uncle had
over one hundred legal actions pending
against him.

Lastly, and perhaps not surprisingly,
given all the stress he was under, he had
been terribly ill. First, he suffered a bad
leg infection, then a thrombosis inca-
pacitated him and later, when it was
thought that he had regained his health,
he caught a cold that turned into pneu-
monia and he died.

Perhaps the beleaguered Ringling
took some bit of comfort from the
thought that when he was laid to his
much-needed rest, his desire to be bur-
ied with Mable in their crypt at their be-
loved museum would surely be carried
out. Well, sorry, Mister John.

The rigmarole about his last few feet
of earth should have been unnecessary.
When the circus king, turned art collec-
tor built the beautiful John & Mable
Ringling Museum of Art as a memorial
for himself and Mable on property ad-
jacent to Ca d’Zan on Sarasota Bay, he
had his architect design a crypt in the
courtyard opposite the entrance, under
the imposing statue of David.

Ironically, the man whose life was
spent wheeling and dealing, at keeping
the circus wagons and then the circus
trains on schedule throughout the
length and breadth of America — it was

See RINGLING, Page 3I

Emily Haag Ringling, John’s second
wife, brought to the marriage money,
which Ringling was short of. Their
marriage was a disaster. John Ringling
left her $1in his will.
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Open House?
Open House packages, all inclusive for
as little as $89. Includes three days in
: > ; N S J L ol : ] T print and seven days online.
FIRST TIME OPEN JUST LISTED IN SWIFTON VILLAS 2020 MODEL HOME FOR SALE TURTLE ROCK MAINTENANCE FREE! VILLAGE WALK TOWN HOME DEADLINE IS
1:00-4:00pm 1:00-4:00pm Fri. & Sat. By Appt. By Appt. TUESDAY AT 4pm
260 Santa Maria St. #206 2839 Swifton Drive, Unit 20 15 Jeffrey Dr. 8144 Nice Way 5361 Davini St. For information call or email:
Venice, FL 34285 Sarasota, FL 34231 Sarasota, FL 34238 Sarasota, FL 34238 Sarasota, FL 34238 Kavl 41 1-44 :
Bella Costa 2nd floor, 2 beds, 2 baths, 2/2 Condo, 1008 SF. Open Fri. 4/9, 10-3 & Sat. 4/10, 10-2. Just listed! Stunning east to west End unit, 3/3. Completely updated aylyn 941-361-4168
2 blocks from downtown. Clubhouse & pool; renovation & 2BD/2BA, 1,027 SF. Split floor plan, water views! 3/2 w/ extended primary w/ granite & stainless steel kitchen. kaylyn.dufraine@herladtribune.com
Upgrades in kitchen and baths. upgrades; Close to beach & shopping. Shed, Screen Porch. bedrm. Split open plan. Turnkey. Preserve views. 2-car garage. Helen 941-361-4166
New vinyl plank flooring. Unfurnished. HOA - $316 per mo. 55 + Community Next to Legacy Trail. Gated community w/ helen.colby@heraldtribune.com
Leased to 8/31. Open Sat. & Sun. 1-4. Clean & move-in ready. w/ Pool, Application, No Dogs. See Virtual Tour Online. pool & tennis.
$316,000 $165,000 $119,900 $449,000 $382,000 <> HeraldTribune
g James Lorenz Kathy Flanagan Tronn Goehring Lynn Ludecke Lisa Warren-Wallace cl assifi eds
g RE/MAX Alliance Group For Sale By Owner Orange Acres MH Community Coldwell Banker OWN SRQ ! -
s 941-308-3809 614-486-3007 941-921-4441 941-961-8632 941-400-4084 HeraldTribune.com/classifieds
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A very unpretentious final resting spot for the
pretentious Circus King John Ringling and his
beloved wife, Mable. COURTESY PHOTO/JEFF LAHURD

empty. COURTESY PHOTO / JEFF LAHURD
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Ringling
Continued from Page 2I

said he had a genius for transportation details — could
not get himself buried where he wished.

The Sarasota Herald informed its readers of the fu-
neral arrangements and burial plans under the head-
line “Bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Ringling Will Rest in Art
Museum Crypt.”

Time passed — alot of time. Ida North and her sons
had been told in a codicil to Ringling’s will that “both
my nephews, John Ringling North and Henry W. North
for reasons good and sufficient to me, I have deter-
mined that neither of such nephews shall receive any-
thing whatsoever in any form, shape or manner from
my estate.”

But by the time the codicil was revealed, Ida and her
sons had already taken over the muddled affairs of the
circus and the Ringling Estates as executors and trus-
tee. No burial instructions were mentioned in the will,
possibly because it was a well-known fact that Ring-
ling had designed and built a crypt into the museum,
and he may naturally have assumed that he would be
interred there.

There was no urgency in returning Uncle John and
Aunt Mable to Sarasota and their crypt. It did not seem
to be on anyone’s A-list of things to do. As late as 1950,
when Ida died, John and Mable Ringling were still be-
ing “temporarily interred.”

John Ringling has never been out of Sarasota’s con-

The Gulf Coast Luxury Leader

Thanks to our valued customers and talented team
of professionals, we are proud to announce
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sciousness. His name is everywhere to be seen here;
his accomplishments for Sarasota are continually lau-
ded. Thousands visit his mansion and museum annu-
ally, and his statue is prominent on St. Armands Circle.
Add the Ringling School of Art and Design, the old
Ringling telephone exchange and the Ringling Cause-
way and it’s no wonder that the name Ringling is syn-
onymous with Sarasota.

John Ringling, Mable and Ida are buried behind a
chain-link fence on the grounds of the Museum, a
humble end for a Sarasota legend who turned his
adopted hometown into the cultural hub of the Gulf
Coast.

If anyone asks “Who's buried in Ringling’s tomb?”
It’s not John Ringling.

High-End Properties

LUXURIOUS
LIVING

Find your lifestyle online at
HERALDTRIBUNE.COM/HOMES
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500 SOUTH PALM AVE, PENTHOUSE TERRACE
A NEW LISTING! ENJOY SPECTACULAR VIEWS from Tessera
condominium on South Palm Avenue and Gulfstream. A Luxurious
Penthouse Terrace, 5,000 Sq Ft, with magnificent views of Sarasota
Bay, Golden Gate Point, Lido Key, Siesta Key, Bird Key, Longboat Key
and downtown Sarasota. Wrap-around balconies surround
this penthouse terrace and the depth of the terraces makes this
penthouse very unique.

$3,995,000
Martyn Reece

RE/MAX Alliance Group

FO-1902527

(941) 993-5014
Martynreece2@gmail.com

BAYWOOD COLONY

1647 Southwood Street South
2/2 second floor end unit with 4 extra windows,

lots of natural light! Updated kitchen and flooring!

Large bedrooms! 1 car carport,
community pool and tennis court.
Walking distance to Phillippi Estate Park!
Short drive to Siesta Beach!

$209,000
MARCIA MCLAUGHLIN
RE/MAX Alliance Group

FO-1902669

FO-1902577

941-726-1536
soldem@aol.com

$7.1 Billion

in Total Company Sales Volume for 2020

CASA AZUL ONSIESTA KEY
H 156 Givens Street

$5,195,000 $5,000,000

SIESTA KEY

8423 Midnight Pass Road
$7,995,000

Joel Schemmel & Peg Davant
941.587.4894

HE TRAIL

INN ON THE BEACH

WESTOFT
210 Sands Point Road #2107 3223 Old Oak Drive
$1,750,000 $1,700,000

Jenna Dellatorre

315.396.4984 941.321.2292
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PLAZA AT 05 POINTS RESIDENCES

Roberta Tengerdy & Carolyn Collins

'HARBOR HOUSE

Roberta Tengerdy & Carolyn Collins
941.321.2292

SARASOTA
4173 Shell Road

Jeannie McDermott
941.400.3551

SARASOTA
4750 Ocean Boulevard #202
$4,850,000

Lisa Rooks Morris
941.544.3332

sl 7 = :
SIESTA KEY LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA
9230 Blind Pass Road 4125 Gulf of Mexico Drive #5201 209 South Bay Boulevard
$4,499,000 $3,998,000 $2,950,000
Peter Laughlin Moriah Taliaferro Shellie Young

941.356.8428

i,

941.504.9910

941.713.5458

e

SORRENTO SHORES ISLANDS WEST SIESTA KEY
135 Tina Island Drive 2525 Gulf of Mexico Drive #3D 3924 Hamilton Club Circle
$1,450,000 $1,029,000 $989,000
Julie Russell Kevin Milner Peter Laughlin

415.299.2452 941.907.9541

RIVER WILDERNESS

STONEYBROOK AT VENICE

941.356.8428

HMMOCK PARK

50 Central Avenue #15B

$885,000

Jaci Krawtschenko & Jennifer Garrabrant
941.284.3789

174 Golden Gate Point #23
$788,000

Tamara & Todd Currey
941.587.1776

11731 Rive Isle Run
$675,000

Matt Sevarino & Jim Soda
941.705.5700

11760 Puma Path
$429,500
Victoria Stultz
941.387.5676

4512 Chinkapin Drive
$415,000

Mike Warm
941.525.2740

Visit or call us for a private consultation
ithUsToday.com | 877.539.9865

ListV

VENICE TO PUNTA GORDA | 941.412.3323
LAKEWOOD RANCH | 941.907.9541

SARASOTA - DOWNTOWN | 941.364.4000
LONGBOAT KEY | 941.383.1526

RENTALS | 941.364.4032




