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Lakewood Ranch
941.907.2000

Palmer Ranch
941.556.2150

Sarasota
941.225.7355

Venice
941.207.5055
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L U X U R Y  C O L L E C T I O N

Sarasota
$465,000 

7227 35th Lane East
MLS# A4560062

Gloria & Thomas Waters 941-228-5373, 
941-356-9386

Grove City Terrace
$524,900 

2135 Mississppi
MLS# N6126468

Barbara Saputo 941-223-8990

Gran Paradiso
$419,000 

20060 Ragazza Circle #101
MLS# N6125726

Bill Sweeney 941-323-5496

Lakewood Ranch
$699,000

6628 Pebble Beach Way
MLS# A4568168

Kim Young 941-302-9820

Cape Coral
$1,200,000
3734 Yucatan Pkwy

MLS# C7473455
 Eric Caudy 502-500-1499

 St. Petersburg
$325,000 

4900 Brittany Drive South Unit #308
MLS# A4562705

Ram-Z Home Team 941-549-7729

Waterford
$409,000

5335 Lakehurst Ct
MLS# A4568562

Marny Lewis 954-290-1074

Palmetto
$405,000 

4608 Birdsong Drive
MLS# A4559708

 Judy Athari 941-500-4606

Sarasota
$574,900

1457 Sussex Road
MLS# C7474036

Ellen Carrell  239-223-3181

Sarasota
$299,000 

8735 Olde Hickory Ave #8102
MLS# A4564711

Vicki Reilly 941-266-5962

Sarasota
$849,900
6131 Belina Ct

MLS# A4565923
Julie Froeschle 941-228-6405

Gondola Park
$369,000 

1208 Gondola Park
MLS# N6126600

 Barbara Hanley 941-468-9091

Sarasota
$564,900

1304 Burgos Drive
MLS# A4569709

Jerry Richter 941-224-1350

Osprey
$5,486,000

112 Osprey Point Dr.
MLS# A4564864

Sania Allen 941-266-7829

Bradenton
$899,000

10507 Cypress Point Dr.
MLS# A4565101

Kimberly Young 941-302-9820

Riverwalk Ridge
$1,195,000 

7046 Honeysuckle Trail 
MLS# A4567475

Giselle Lyman 941-202-5444 
Andy Lyman 941-321-7899

 Sarasota
$279,900 

 5146 Northridge Rd #208 
MLS# A4567493

Vicki Marsh 941-320-0306

North Port
$499,000

5246 Tarpon St
MLS# A4568906

Tami Satterlee 941-320-8851

Gold Tree
$179,900

5707 45th Street E
MLS# A4570259

Faith Michael 941-356-8862

Venice
$1,194,900
 804 Harbor Dr S
MLS# A4558545

Sandra Rubinstein 941-268-8918

PRICE REDUCED

Holmes Beach
$1,790,000 

502 59th St 
MLS# A4565819

Kelly Lerman 603-714-8173

LUXURY

Magnolia Hill
$1,250,000

28801 100th Dr.E.
MLS# A4569601

 Denise Oyler 941-914-6526

LUXURY

LUXURY LUXURY LUXURY

Sarasota
$1,650,000

1711 Kenilworth Street
MLS# A4563295

Bev Murray 941-724-4995

PRICE REDUCED PENDING

LUXURY

Regular readers of this feature may get
the impression the buildings are listed in a
particular order. To wit, the higher they are
on the list, the more I love them.

This is not the case. I try to love them all
the same.

Admittedly, I direct more of my admira-
tion to Sarasota’s postmodernist Chapell-
Lifeso House, No. 1 on the list, than the
Twistee Treat ice cream stand in North
Fort Myers, despite the fact I have not been
served ice cream at the Chapell-Lifeso
house.

So, ignore the numerical designation of
this week’s beloved building. Flagler Col-
lege’s landmark, constructed as the Hotel
Ponce de Leon in 1887, is not my 59th favor-
ite. No, this elegant fortress of a hotel-
turned-college building is way, way up
there. Top 10 for sure.

That’s because the building is a master-
piece of design and a cultural and histori-
cal beacon for Florida. It marked early-ca-
reer high points for its architects, John
Carrère and Thomas Hastings, not to men-
tion Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933) —
he did the interiors and 79 stained-glass
windows — and the other craftsmen and
artisans who created it.

“The Ponce,” as it is called, also was the
first, and maybe the best, of the Florida
luxury resort hotels built by Henry Flagler
(1830-1913) after the Standard Oil co-foun-
der branched out into the transportation
and hospitality industries in the early
1880s.

Carrère (1858-1911) and Hastings (1860-
1929) trained in Beaux-Arts design in Par-
is, started their New York careers at the
famous McKim, Mead and White firm and
would go on to design hundreds of pro-
jects, including the 1908 New York Public
Library, according to historian Leslee F.
Keys in his 2015 book “Hotel Ponce de Le-
on: Rise, Fall and Rebirth of Flagler’s Gild-
ed Age Palace” (University Press of Flori-
da).

The hotel’s appearance was inspired by
the architecture of the Mediterranean,
particularly the Moorish designs of south-
ern Spain. They led a talented team exclu-
sively assembled by Flagler for what
would be his “flagship” property.

Even Thomas Edison was involved. The
hotel opened in January 1888 with electric

lights, powered by the great inventor’s
new direct-current technology.

Flagler’s hotel gave St. Augustine’s
economy a huge boost in the lean years af-
ter the Civil War. In fact, Flagler — and
cross-state rival Henry Plant — practical-
ly invented the Florida resort tourism in-
dustry. The building made St. Augustine a
prime vacation destination for passen-
gers on Flagler’s Florida East Coast Rail-
way.

In his book, Keys notes that the hotel
barely survived the Great Depression —
Flagler’s other St. Augustine hotels were
forced to close — before the Ponce became
the founding headquarters for the Coast
Guard Reserve during World War II.

The hotel returned to hosting civilians,
but closed in April 1967. The following
year, Flagler College was founded by Law-

rence Lewis Jr., Henry Flagler’s great-
nephew, and the Ponce had a new use.

The Ponce was the nation’s “first major
cast-in-place concrete structure,” Keys
writes. In 1957, the American Institute of
Architects, celebrating its centennial,
named the structure one of America’s 100
most important buildings.

But the formidable façade and court-
yard garden are elegantly matched by the
entry foyer, which includes a rotunda
with paintings by George Maynard and
Virgilio Tojetti.

The college began a restoration pro-
gram in 1988, its centennial year, and the
Ponce was named a National Historic
Landmark in 2006.

Thomas Hastings once said that a cul-
ture’s historic monuments reveal the
“soul of that people.” Floridians who care
about historic preservation will find their
inspiration in “the Ponce.”

“Florida Buildings I Love” is Harold Bu-
bil’s homage to the Sunshine State’s built
environment. This article originally ran
on Jan. 27, 2018.
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The garden and courtyard area of the former Ponce DeLeon Hotel on the campus of Flagler College in St. Augustine. The
building is a National Historic Landmark. BRIAN MYRICK

Tiles in the courtyard of the former
Ponce de Leon Hotel. COURTESY OF

FLAGLER COLLEGE

The rotunda of the former Hotel Ponce
de Leon rises 80 feet above the floor
and is adorned in murals by George W.
Maynard. Maynard's allegorical images
also adorn the Metropolitan Museum
of Art. COURTESY OF FLAGLER COLLEGE


