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No. 85: Elling Eide Center near Sarasota

Harold Bubil
Sarasota Herald-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Elling Eide Center, a private re-
search archive and preserve, sits on 70
acres facing Little Sarasota Bay that has
been owned by the Eide family since the
1930s.

Located near U.S. 41, Palmer Ranch
and several shopping centers between
Sarasota and Venice, it was long sought
by developers. Elling Eide resisted those
efforts; he also had a big battle with Sa-
rasota County over zoning, and even ran
unsuccessfully for a County Commis-
sion seat.

A noted Sinologist who died in 2012,
Eide amassed what is believed to be the
largest archive of ancient Chinese liter-
ature in the country, as well as an im-
pressive collection of Chinese art and
sculpture. But it was scattered in eight
old buildings on the 70 acres until archi-
vist Cindy Peterson started to catalog
and curate it in 2008.

Years before that, Eide starting talk-
ing to architect Guy Peterson, Cindy’s
husband, about designing a building to

The Elling Eide Center is a 17,000-square-foot building that houses the Eide Asian and American art collection, archives
See BUBIL, Page 91 and the Elling O. Eide Library. It was designed by Guy Peterson, FAIA. THOMAS BENDER/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE
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The Elling Eide Center in Sarasota County is a 17,000-square-foot research :
center and archive. It houses the large archive of art and ancient Chinese This Persian tapestry is installed in the ceiling of the dining room in the Eide
literature collected by Eide, who died in 2012. HAROLD BUBIL MEDIA Center, in keeping with Elling Eide’s wishes. HAROLD BUBIL
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properly store and display the collection
that would also serve as his residence.

Eide did not live to see his dream
come true, but he doubtless would be
happy with the structure that was built
by Guy Peterson, interior designer Da-
vid Lowe (using mostly Herman Miller
and Knoll furnishings) and landscape
architect Michael Gilkey.

The three-story, 17,000-square-foot
building houses the Eide Asian and
American art collection, archives and
the Elling O. Eide Library.

The archive “includes an important
collection of rare books and maps,” said
Cindy Peterson. “The library’s collection
provides researchers and students from
around the world the opportunity to ex-
plore Chinese culture, history and art.”

Eide was from a family of doctors
who did well investing in real estate in
south Sarasota nearly a century ago.
Upon his death in 2012, the estate and
its collections passed to the Elling Eide
Foundation, which continued work on
the house. As it would no longer be a
residence, Guy Peterson adapted it to
become a commercial-grade structure.
Funding was provided by Eide’s sale of
some of his adjoining property.
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The modernist building, elevated
above the landscape, is notable for its
use of black corrugated metal siding,
which will require little maintenance.
“The detailing — the corners, the chan-
nels — are something we spent a lot of
time on,” said Peterson.

“Florida Buildings I Love” is Harold
Bubil's homage to the Sunshine State’s
built environment. This article original-
ly ran on July 21, 2018.
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ABOVE: Architect Guy Peterson
designed the Elling O. Eide Center in
keeping with the modernist design
language that has been a hallmark of
his career. HAROLD BUBIL

LEFT: The Eide Library’s Rare Book
Room. In this room and the rest of the
library, a fire-suppression system uses
inert gas, not wet sprinklers, to
suffocate flames. THOMAS
BENDER/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE
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LUXURY

Bev Murray 941-724-4995

LUXURY

Venice

Kerri Acosta Swires 626-622-6321
Bill Sweeney

Barbara Saputo 941--223-8990
Ellen Carrell 239-223-3181

OPEN HOUSE 1-3

OPEN HOUSE 1 - 4

Joanne Sweeney 941-408-5874

LUXURY COLLECTION’

LUXURY

Manatee River Venice Lakewood Ranch Sarasota The “Q”
$10,000,000 $1,975,000 $1,875,000 $1,288,000 $1,100,000
1245 Mill Creek Rd Bradenton 501 N Tamiami Trail D#602 7441 Haddington CV 8843 Wild Dunes Dr 234 Cosmopolitn Ct.
MLS# A4576454 MLS# N6127468 MLS# A4582419 MLS# A4584531 MLS# A4586170

Sarasota Charleston Pointe Venice
$949,000 $709,900 $659,000
5697 Long Shore Loop 8234 Planters Knoll Terrace 10401 Crooked Creek Drive
MLS# A4588078 MLS# A4587833 MLS# N6129148
Lynn Gray 941-441-8413 Faith Michael 941-356-8862

Kathleen Gallagher 941-413-0542

Venice Parrish
$500,000 $495,000 $479,000
19764 Fishhawk Trl. 610 Crossfield Cir. #33 11826 Crawford Parrish Ln.
MLS# A4588626 MLS# N6127031 MLS# A4581152

Judy Athari 941.500.4606
941-323-5496

Lakewood Ranch
941.907.2000

PENDING

Palmetto

Cape Coral Sarasota
$374,900 $357,000 $355,000
4427 SE11TH AVE 3212 53rd St. E. 9601 Castle Point Dr #825
MLS# A4583922 MLS# A4588371 MLS# A4587068
Alexandra Rodriguez 404.401.1731 Faith Michael 941-356-8862 Vicki Reilly 941-266-5962

Palmer Ranch
941.556.2150

LUXURY

Donna Wrobel 941.518.7950

LUXURY LUXURY

Sania Allen 941-266-7829 Jami Herter 941-376-9147

OPEN HOUSE 1-3
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Sarasota

Bradenton Venice
$670,000 $595,000 549,000
5803 Benevento Dr. 15711 Sacile Ln. 1528 Jasper Court
MLS# A4584862 MLS# A4587502 MLS# N6129135

Julie Froeschle 941-228-6405

Doug Cleland 941.320.8580

Ronnie Campbell 941-223-8170

Sarasota

Parrish Sarasota
$442,900 $407,000 $390,000
11319 82nd St. E 9611 Castle Point Dr. #913 4751 Travini Cir., #4-103
MLS# A4571332 MLS# A4587260 MLS# A4587487

Marty Garcia 941.920.3385 Julie Froeschle 941-228-6405 Chad Ramsey 941.549.7729

Saint James City

Venice The Arbors
$330,000 244,900 $172,900
409 Manatee Court #204 4964 Needlefish Ln. 201 Palm Aire Dr.
MLS# C7483275 MLS# A4582975 MLS# A4588578

Ellen Carrell 239-223-3181 Kelly Lerman 603.714.8173 Roxane Solowey 941-350-2436

Venice
941.207.5055

Sarasota
941.225.7355
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