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LOVELY 10 LOOK 1Y

by Frederick B. Essig

Quesnelia testudo 1s one of
the most rugged and spectacular
bromeliads found in Florida
landscapes. This native of Brazil
is the 1deal representative of the
pineapple family to use in areas
where winter temperatures occa-
sionally fall below freezing, where
that distinctive “look™ of the bro-
meliad 1s needed to create a tropical
accent, and where a splash of bright
color 1s needed in mid-winter.

Well, it’s almostideal. Like
many bromeliads, and in fact like
the always popularrose, Quesrnelia
has thorns, or more properly,
sharp teeth that run up and down
the sides of the long, strap-shaped
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on the ground or up a tree.
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This beauty makes its “point” equally well

A bed of Quesnelia testudo sends up brilliant spikes in late January
and February.

leaves. One needs a suit of armor
to safely enter a bed of
these plants for weed-
ing or pruning. Brer
Rabbit’s Florida cous-
ins would be as safe

here asin his legendary
briar patch.
Is 1t worth it?

Well, the world has not
abandoned roses, and
thousands of Floridians
have embraced (not too
closely!) the bromeliad
family. Quesnelia
festudo 18 particularly
attractive because of its
cold-hardiness and
drought-resistance, its
ability to grow equally
well 1n the ground and
up the side of a tree, and
for its habit of sending
up brilliantly colored
bloom spikes in Janu-
ary and February. The

club-shaped spikes are composed
of rose-pink bracts that outlive by
weeks the small blue-violet flow-
ers nestled within them. A large
bed of these plants will send up
their blossoms all at the same time,
creating color in the yard when
little else 1s blooming.

Why the bright reddish
color in mid-winter? Red is a color
that can be seen by birds and it’s
an advertisement to them that
nectar 1s hidden within - their own
private supply. Most insects can
only see 1n the yellow, blue, and
violet end of the spectrum. (Bees
can actually “see” ultraviolet, but
that’s another story).

Now, besides the busloads
of Brazilian school kids in bright
T-shirts that always seem to getin
line just in front of you at Disney
World, what other tourists do we
have in Florida in the wintertime?
Hummingbirds, you say? Bingo.
Just as we look for the familiar
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golden arches when
we’re on a long road
trip (admit it!), hum-
mingbirds from South
5 America are surely de-
lighted to find these
fast-food restaurants
from “back home,” as
they follow the spring
: _ up to their summer
| feeding grounds in the
northeast.

So invest in armor
and give yourself and
the hummingbirds a
treat next January. If
you can’t find Quwes-
nelia testudoin anursery
or at one of the plant
festivals around the
state, just drive around
any suburban neigh-
borhood in late January
or February. You’re

Inconspicuous flowers nestle within the
eye-catching bract.

bound to see some, and most
homeowners will be happy to share
some of their surplus with you.

Dr. Essig is an Assoctate Profes-
sor of Biology ar USF in Tampa.
He wrote about calla, Faster, and
other lilies in the Feb/Mar and
Apr/May 2001 issues of Florida
Gardening.

Tropiflora

3530 Tallevast Road
Sarasota, FL. 34243
(800)613-7520
www.tropiflora.com

Valkaria Tropical Garden

See the Calendar of Events on
page 10 to find out whenitis open
to the public.

Guide fo the Gardens of Florida $14.95
ISBN 1-56164-169-3 192 pages 16-page color insert

Guide to the Gardens of Georgia $14.95
ISBN 1-56164-198-7 160 pages 16-page color insert

§8 Both guides capture the width and breadth of the Peach
= and Sunshine States. Learn the history and unique offerings
e of cach garden, what plants to see and the best time o see
& them. Perfect for those who just like to look at pretty flowers
and take walks down secluded, shaded paths, as well as for
those looking for ideas for their own gardens. Organized by
region with detailed information about featured species
and garden facilities as well as directions, hours, and admis-
sion fees. A complete calendar of garden events and a list-
ing of where to see specific types of flora. |

Flowering Trees of Florida $16.95
ISBN 1-56164-173-1 144 pages 130 color photos

Practical information on caring for your frees
including soil conditions, pruning. watering,
and feeding. Written for the seasonal arborist
and the weekend gardener.

MAKE YOUR GARDEN GROW

Pineapple Press, Inc. P.O. Box 3889 Sarasota, FL 34230 -
FAX (941) 351-9988 www.pineapplepress.com info@pineapplepress.com
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Pineapple Press titles
are available at your
local bookstore.

Visit our website for
more information.
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